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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: ENRG, BENC, VE 

SUBJECT: MAJOR PROJECTS: ORINOCO HEAVY OIL BELT 

REF: STATE 173409 

EMBASSY WOULD LIKE TO ASSIST ARTHUR G. MCKEE IN OBTAINING 
SAMPLES FROM ORINOCO HEAVY OIL BELT (TAR SANDS) BUT WE WILL 
FIRST NEED DETAILS OF MCKEE'S EARLIER ATTEMPTS TO OBTAIN 
SAMPLES IN ORDER TO EVALUATE LIKELY GOV RESPONSE TO OUR 
INTERVENTION. SPECIFICALLY, DEPARTMENT REQUESTED TO DETERMINE 
AND ADVISE EMBASSY HOW MCKEE MADE PREVIOUS REQUESTS, TO 
WHOM IN GOV THESE WERE DIRECTED, AND WHAT WAS GOV RESPONSE. 
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